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Statement of OPSI to PJM Board at November 19, 2025 Critical Issue Fast Path Meeting 

 

The Organization of PJM States (OPSI) thanks the PJM Board for creating a Critical Issue 

Fast Path (CIFP) process related to the challenges of large load growth and appreciates the 

opportunity to express its strong views on how to move forward in this CIFP process. The advent 

of unparalleled data center load growth, coupled with continuing industry-wide supply chain 

constraints, has only increased the reliability risk faced by PJM.  Addressing these conditions 

requires fundamental market reforms and decisive action by the PJM Board.   

 

Decisive action means not relying solely on voluntary programs. OPSI would require new 

large loads to enter the grid as non-firm load, to the extent they do not volunteer to bring their 

own new generation, new storage, or new demand response resources to meet said load. This 

requirement is necessary to incent large load customers, through their Load Serving Entity (LSE) 

and Electric Distribution Company (EDC), as applicable, to bring on their own new resources to 

match their new large loads.  To the extent they don’t, they should be held accountable for their 

negative impacts on grid reliability and affordability. Non-firm service would require the LSE or 

EDC to curtail service in their service area prior to other LSE/EDC curtailments, prior to other 

Demand Response (DR) deployments, and in accordance with the laws and regulations of the 

states in which the non-firm load is located. As further incentive, it may also be necessary to 

consider penalties for LSEs or EDCs, as applicable, that fail to meet the supply obligations 

associated with their new large loads. 

 

Bilateral contracting between the EDC/LSE/large loads with new generation is the 

preferred solution, especially when resource adequacy is challenged. OPSI supports efforts to 

accelerate new generation and storage interconnection to achieve just that, as long as this does not 

delay processing of the existing PJM queue. OPSI also supports reliable demand response 

solutions but recognizes that too heavy a reliance on demand response and non-firm service may 

necessitate studies to determine any quantitative limits or reforms of such resources. Lastly, we 

support temporary energy-only solutions or provisional service reforms to accelerate resource 

deployment at or very near these new large loads in order to provide tools for large loads and their 

LSEs to jointly mitigate non-firm curtailment risks of their facilities, as long as they are curtailed 

prior to DR resources. 

 

OPSI seeks a comprehensive solution that charts a sustainable path towards long term 

stability even with new large load additions.  We also recognize that these solutions will demand 



 

that PJM and OPSI states work very closely together to synchronize our respective roles and 

responsibilities, and we look forward to that engagement. We are both part of the solution – both 

accountable to our customers, but to be effective, the entrance of new large loads must come with 

assurances that reliability and affordability issues will be promptly addressed. 1 

 

        

      

  

 
1 Approved by the OPSI Board of Directors with the following states in support on November 17, 2025 by the following states: 

Delaware PSC, PSC of District of Columbia, Indiana URC, Kentucky PSC, Maryland PSC, Michigan PSC, New Jersey BPU, 

North Carolina UC, Ohio PUC, Pennsylvania PUC, Tennessee PUC, Virginia SCC. PSC of West. Virgina. Abstain: Illinois CC. 


